
List of members of the Residents Assembly having purchased private lands 
in India 

 
Please note that this report does not include inherited family properties of Aurovilians. 
 
The vast majorities of the lands purchased by members of the Residents Assembly 
are agricultural lands – therefore the claims by many foreigners having a PIO/OCI 
VISA allow them to buy lands is not legally justifiable, because as per existing laws, 
they are not allowed to buy agricultural or plantation lands in India. 
 
Knowing the source of money is not enough. The purchase of properties by foreigners 
requires permission from the Reserve Bank of India and the money should be visible and 
provable in bank accounts of the buyer. For Indian nationals, they also have to prove that 
they go the funds legally via bank accounts. 
Holding large amounts of lands involving huge sums of money attract income and lands 
taxes.  
This list is far from being complete; more survey would be needed to do it. In most cases 
this would involve budgetary support as well as staff and security. A visit to the Sub-
Registrar office of Kodaikannal would help to harvest a higher number of such purchases 
by Aurovilians. The question is: Is it ethical for members of the Residents Assembly to 
purchase private properties? Lands purchased by members of the Residents Assembly 
should attract provisions of Auroville Foundation Act. 
 
Listing of known private purchases: 
 
1 – Kalya and his wife: in Pudupakkam, lands close to Pettai & in Kuilapalayam, next to 
Arc-en-Ciel: BO 101/6=1240 sf; Land and building in Kodaikannal; RP 126= 2.52 acres, 
BO 142/1= 15016 ¾ sf.  

 



Kalya’s land near Petai: 

 
 

 
  



 
 
Kuilapalayam: 

 



Kalya land next to Arc-en-Ciel: 

 
 
2 – Padmanaban: In the Master Plan area, near Dana in the Green Belt – BO 24/3=0.75 
acre. NK 244/5, in Nadukuppam= 0.80 ares. + Large + a guest house close to Auromodel: 
“Vanda Groceti” 

 



His guest house property document in Mudaliarchavadi: survey number KK 98/1 – area= 
4130 square feet – Declared value= 9.75, 000 Rs, in 2014. 

 
 
Padmanaban land purchase in the Green Belt – BO 24/3 – 0.75 acre. Purchase value= Rs 
1, 35,780/. 

 



His land in Nadukuppam: NK 244/5 – 0.80 ares. 

 
 
3 – Mona Pingel – Near Mudaliarchavadi. (BO95/2= 3600 sf) 

 
 



4 – Pavitra (Adopted daughter of Prema of Auromode) including a building designed by 
Andre (Auromode). BO 151/11, 151/10 = 21 1/3 cents. 

 
 
5 – Adhi (Botanical Garden) a building in Edayanchavadi Village- A house in 
Edayanchavadi village + a house plot in Aroma Garden and several acres of lands in 
Pudupakkam area. Adhi is a co-executive of the Botanical Garden originally from a poor 
family of Edayanchavadi Village. 

 



Land survey IR 168/6 – 2260 square feet – purchases in 2018 in the name of Adhi’s wife 
Amsa. Value= Rs 4, 54, 300/. 

 
 
His other house plot in Aroma Garden (survey number IR 426/1): No details yet. 
 

 
 



6 – Alain Grancolas – A large agricultural land on Tar road side from Pitchandikulam 
bridge to Kotakuppam in which a new building being made now. Survey no: KK 53/2a 

 
 
In 2008, he purchased the survey KK 64/2c – for the value of Rs 18, 00, 000/. 

 



Then Alain Grandcolas EC: KK 53/2a - 1 ACRE, 70 CENTS, 85.0 CENTS – Value Rs 42, 
99, 000/. 

 
 
7 – Balu (s/o L. Ramalingam) building an hotel in the Master Plan area next to 
Isayambalam school. (AL 71/1) – Le Tamarin: 
(https://www.google.com/search?q=Le+tamarin+hotel+Alankuppam&oq=Le+tamarin+hotel+Alankuppam&
aqs=chrome..69i57.21696j0j4&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8) 

 



8 – L. Ramalingam – Built a large house in Alankuppam. Ramalingam run a private granite 
business in Alankuppam (https://www.indiamart.com/auryaj-auroville/aboutus.html). 

 
 

L. Ramalingam Marriage hall in Koot Road: 

 



9 – Vijayan from Arya. A large building on the ECR road close to Bommayapalayam – now 
rented by Tanto. Vijayan is a Building contractor. Survey BO 379/4= 1900 sf. 

 
 

EC of Vijayan land and building –  

 
 



10 – Frederick and Family – In Kodaikannal – Several acres of lands purchased under the 
name of Ami Trust (Registered in Vanur between 2000 and 2005) With Alok, Muniandi 
and Segar as trustees (Sukrit and Aurosylle knew well about that trust... 
 
11 – Kali land: RO 243/4= 2397 sf. 

 
 
Kali Borg, Kripa, Jean-François and children – two flats in Puducherry in Puducherry north, 
behind Adhiti Hotel - North Boulevard – Houses in Serenity beach and lands elsewhere.  
 
Kali run a private antique business: https://in.linkedin.com/in/kali-borg-
49517731?challengeId=AQEUY90EQ6GWsgAAAXTuCZVhpbUL1jb399GYJzDCgnQB9RY8AOvV6OhIKg5r
LmlJIVH7qsStDydsLCxUsf3s2FlSsVxICu9u2Q&submissionId=aaec2fb3-2975-3a16-d5dd-a33827e1d35c - 
“Antique dealer, interior designer, Tiffany stain glass artist” 
Aug 1995 – Present25 years 3 months 
Auroville, Pondicherry, India 
Interior designer at a private property of top manager of Mahindra Zest, Pondicherry. Involved in the interior design of numerous 
heritage hotels in Pondicherry and Tamil Nadu, i.e. for The Orient Hotel Pondicherry, Gratitude Guest House Pondicherry, etc. 
Created and supplied custom made unique Tiffany stain glass panels, doors and lamps to various individuals in different states of India 
 
Jean-Francois Pion: https://in.linkedin.com/in/jean-francois-pion-
62185150?trk=public_profile_browsemap_profile-result-card_result-card_full-click 
 

 
 
  



12 - Jean-François and Samai Reboul in Serenity: KK 131/27= 1000 sf. (Serenity Beach): 

 
 

13 - Kripa: Lands in the Master Plan – survey number IR 265/2 & 3 = 1755 sf. 

 



Kripa Land - survey KK 131/10e, 131/12 ; 1782 sf. (Serenity Beach) 

 
 
14 – Auroson – Land and Home stay in Serenity Beach – KK 131/11= 588sf + 418 sf 
Building – purchased from his brother Erisa (see annexes). 

 



15 – Aurosylle – land and building= 131/20= 588 sf + 455 m2 building. 

 
 

16 – Shanti Borg – Land in the Master Plan area and building of a furnished house. Master 
Plan area – IR 265/2,3. 

 



Kripa sold her land to Shanti Borg (wife of Bernard Borg) who is penniless... IR 265/2 & 3= 
2955 sf. 

 
 
17 – Mirabel Borg – land: Bernard Borg, Mirabelle & Somya: 243/4= 7200 sf. 

 



18 – J. Devakumar – land and house built on land BO 101/13 – Master Plan area (opposite 
Auro Sawmill, Kuilapalayam). 

 
 

19 – Kala and Kumar PTSC – Large house in Kuilapalayam Village 

 



20 – Marco Feira & Liliane Fassimo: land in Serenity – KK 131/10=1376 sf & KK 
141/1a=3924 sf. 

 
 
21 – Sundaravinayagam – Several building in Alankuppam – Lands in Pudupakkam area. 
And a shop in Koot Road: (See annexes). 

 



A metal shop in Koot Road: 

 
 

There are also lands that the family purchased over the years: 

 
Total declared value of lands purchased by him excluding Alankuppam plots and buildings 
cost: Rs 12, 15, 175.00. Details in annexes. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



22 – Raman & Gowri (Ex-LEM member): Hotel Sunrise in Koot Road: 

 
 
Kitchen item shop in Koot Road (close to the Court): 

 
 
 
 
 



Another building in Kuilapalayam: 

 
 
Another one in Koot Road: 

 
 



23 – Jayavel and Auroshe - building in Edayanchavadi IR 167= 2328 sf plus old building –   

 
 

Building situated on land survey IR 167, in the name of Auroshe, w/o Jayavel: 

 



Several pieces of lands in the Green Belt. These lands have been purchased and/or sold 
by Jayavel and his father with questionable funds.  
 
Item 1: IR 129/1 – 1, 22 acre, in his name 

 
 
Item No 2: IR 114 – purchased in his name: 2.69 acres. 

 



 
 
Jayavel sold part of IR 114 = 36 cent – in 2015: 

 
  



Purchased IR 129/5a: 1, 03 acre in his name: 

 
 
Survey IR 127 purchased 1, 03 acre in the name of Jayavel father: Mr. Parkunan: 

 
 



Sold IR 127 – 1, 03 acre: 

 
Purchased IR 117/14= 1.22 acre – in his name: 

 
 



IR 127/4 – Sold by Parkunan – 1. 03 acre. 

 
 
 
  



24 – Haridas – House in Edayanchavadi – IR 143/1a – 0.10 acre: 

 
 
Haridas lands in survey NK 229/2 = 34 cents 

 



Haridas land in Nadukuppam - NK 246/5 – 0, 86 acre: 

 
 
25 - Auro Kumbhaka land in Kottakuppam – KK 131/11= 1890 sf 

 



26 – Pierre Elouard – New Engineering Trust – Benami purchase land in the GB (KK2/2, 
2/4, 3/1= 1 acre), where he built a large House, and sold it to his daughter Yajna. 

 
 

EC in the name of Yajna 

 



27 – Lakshmanan – A large guest house in Alankuppam in survey AL 64/4. 

 
Land purchased by him: – IR 293/17=2398 sf in the city area. 

 
 



Lakshmanan land in city area – another 2398 sf, also in IR 293/17: 

 
The source of funds?: 

 



28 – Shiva (Matrimandir) - In the Master Plan area, adjacent to Ayarpadi Farm. Land 
survey IR 248/3= 3320 sf - in his wife name (Chelammal).  

 



Shiva’s building in GB 

 
 
29 – Renuka – Land plot purchase in Edayanchavadi Village. (See annexes) 
 
30 – Ponuswamy – House in Alankuppam: 

 



31 – Ayanar (briaspathi) House in Alankuppam 

 
 
32 – Ravi (Centre Field) A large house in Alankuppam 

 



33 – Mousumi Mukherjee – A house in BO194/5 (opposite Sangamam) 

 
Gate of her house (as above): 

 
 



Remarks: For houses built by Aurovilians in Alankuppam and Sanjeevinagar; a 
special investigation would be needed... A large section of Alankuppam is in the 
Green Belt; there maybe more people from Auroville. 
 
34 – Elumalai (Bharat Nivas) House(s) in Alankuppam: 
 
35 – Harish (Imagination) House plots in Alankuppam 
 
36 – Ramesh (Acceptance) House plot and house in Alankuppam 
  
37 – Kadir (Imagination) House in Alankuppam  
 
38 – Manikam (Acceptance) House plot in Alankuppam 
 
39 – Munihandi – House plots in Alankuppam and lands in Kodaikannal. 
 
40 – Loganathan – House(s) in Alankuppam 
 
41 – D. Selvaraj – Land in Ariankuppam  
 
42 – Kamatchi (Wife of Kanyappan – ex-LB) Land survey KK 37/13 – close to Newland. 

 
 

 
 
 



 
 
44 – Kanyappan – Land NK 229/2 – Nadukuppam: 

 
 



45 – Dr. Sumit – land survey BO 151/11, 5 cent 

 
 
Another: 

 



46 – Ambalagan – La Ferme - BO 131/15= 2000 sf – built a large go down. 

 
 
47 – Sarasu – Land KK95/2= 3600 sf 

 



48 – Uli (Fraternity) Land in Kotakuppam – KK 361/3= 30528 sf. Uli claim to have sold this 
land but document dated November 2019 proves otherwise: 

 
Uli’s connection with Shuttle Technology: http://cybyrus.tripod.com/face2face.htm 
 
SHUTTLE TECHNOLOGY (INDIA) PVT.LTD. 
SHRI ULRICH BLASS 
CHIEF EXECUTIVE 
32, ST. THERESE STREET 
605001 
PONDICHERRY 
TEL : 0413-62293-97 
FAX : 0413-62185 
 
49 – Jacqueline Kapoor – Land next to Pettai...  RP 114 (several acres held in benami) – 
Business houses in Puducherry:  
https://www.justdial.com/Pondicherry/PY-Cafe-Opposite-World-Of-Titan-Pondicherry-
HO/0413PX413-X413-180706160118-T5L8_BZDET 
https://magicpin.in/Puducherry/White-Town/Restaurant/Py-Cafe/store/2c20b9/menu/ 
This restaurant sells alcohol. 
 
  



50 – Aurora – Land survey BO 195/2= 56 cents (next to Djaima) 

 
 
51 – Askash Kapoor – Large piece of land in Kotakuppam area – Close to Uli’s. Originally 
own by the New Engineering Trust, Auroville Foundation. KK 361/2, 362/5 – nearly 4 
acres. (NET land: a piece of land bearing Kotakuppam old survey number 144/1 and new survey 
number 361/2 and 3 measuring 3.65 acres, and Kotakuppam old survey number 147/2 and new 
number 362/5, having an area of 0.33 acre, total area sold 3.98 acres. Estimated value of this land 
is about Rs 4 crores. It was sold by the Foundation on recommendation of the LCC to a member of 
the Residents Assembly for Rs 2.08 crores, that is about half of the estimated value without 
following proper rules such as public tender regarding disposal of properties by the Foundation. 
Estimated loss for Auroville: Rs 2 crores.) 
 
52 – Alok private business and buildings: In Annainagar, near Ritam community. He is also 
associated with: https://www.tofler.in/alok-aurovillian/director/01861452 
 
53 – Mary Kapoor – a large house in Puducherry – close to the Promenade. 
 
54 – Dilip Kapoor – Owner of Hidesign Puducherry – Own a string of at least 45 outlets in 
India... 
 
https://www.livemint.com/Leisure/PkfcfOu4TlmTX9Kfi6qBGP/Dilip-Kapur--The-French-
connection.html 
https://www.sarovarhotels.com/le-dupleix-pondicherry/ 
https://www.sarovarhotels.com/the-promenade-pondicherry/ 
 
Both hotels sells alcohol. 
  



55 – Dandapany and Auroprya (Aurelec) KK 26/4, 26/5 = 1200 sf. 

 
 
56 – Sathya Seelan – Advocate of Land Board – in GB: IR 160/2 - 4360 sf. 

 



57 – Auromeera – BO 170/10= 78 cent 

 
 
58 – Aurovici: Land in Kodaikannal (No doc available yet) 
 
59 – R. Ramalingam – purchase a piece of land in Gokulam area. Survey KK 118 and built 
a guest house. 
 
  



60 – Nikadas family – In Edayanchavadi: Land survey no: IR159/3= 

 
 
 
 
 
  



Annexes: 
 
Renuka land in Edayanchavadi: IR 176 

 
 



 
 
 



 
 

 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 

 
 
 

 
 



Sundaravinayagam family hard work to earn large extent of private properties 

 
Above: Private land purchased in 1988 



 
Above: Private land purchase in 1993 
 



 
Above: Private land purchase in 2005 
 



 
Above: Private land purchase in 2015 
 

 



Pata book of Sundaravinayagam properties in Rayaottai Panchayat  
 

 
Pata book of Sundaravinayagam properties in Rayapudupakam Panchayat 
 



 
Above: Encumbrance Certificate of the Shop in Kootroad: 
 
Total area of lands purchased by him without including buildings plots: 14.71 acres 

 
Total declared value of lands purchased by them excluding Alankuppam plots and 
buildings cost: Rs 12, 15,175.00. It well known that the declared value is far below the real amount 
actually paid by him while purchasing these lands.   
 
Source of income for the family: This will need a thorough investigation as the family was poor 
and they are living in Auroville since more than 30 years, they could not have made such expenses 
with their maintenance as Aurovilians... Sundaravinayagam and Amudha are said to be running 
private schools in villages around Auroville. There are a lot of reservations about foreign donors 
who financing some of these schools which actually do not even exist. In the past, the “Secours 
Populaire” from France was supporting some of these schools. Now the family are executives of 
Ganesh Bakery. Ravi, who is Amudha’s brother, also member of the Residents Assembly has also 
built a large two floors building in Alankuppam and also work in Auroville School... There may be 
more information that has not yet come into the open about their disreputable activities... 



 
It is time for the community of Auroville to look into these vexing issues of members of the 
Residents Assembly using Auroville as a playground to earn large amounts of money to purchase 
private properties. This case in far from being the worst, there are bigger sharks prowling in 
Auroville. However, using the bioregion and the children of the villages to make money for private 
purpose is to be condemned without pity and without fear. Many members of the community knew 
about this problem, but none was strong enough to object openly. It is time to handle the situation. 
 
 
  



Auroson private business in Serenity beach: 
https://www.airbnb.co.uk/rooms/18382290?source_impression_id=p3_1585230355_I%2BsTSwz14McCx9s
O 
Casa Lakshmi: 
18,beach front Mariamman koil street, serenity beach, Thandirayankuppam 
605104 Pondichéry 
 

 
Auroson 
 

 
Kapoor 
 

 
Milla 
https://nl.linkedin.com/in/milla-den-hollander-a81999182 
 
https://www.agoda.com/en-in/serenity-surf-house/hotel/pondicherry-in.html?cid=1844104 



Serenity Surf House 
 

 

 



 
24, beach front Mariamman koil street, serenity beach, Thandirayankuppam, Puducherry, Tamil Nadu 605104 
Téléphone : 099947 18647 

 
https://www.airbnb.com.mt/rooms/18696102?source_impression_id=p3_1585232163_CZ0DNtlDGLSb6Rd
U 
 

 
  



Haridas connection: 
 
Haridas is a land broker – Brother-in-law of Kanyappan (ex- Land Board) 
 
Private Land purchases by Haridas, Kanyapan and family members: 
 
 

 KK 37/13 0.34 c 
Kamatchi - Wife of 
Kanyapan 

Land in Kottakuppam 
  

 NK 229/2 7.7 a Kanyapan Lands in Nadukuppam  
 Green Belt House site IR 176 Haridas (member of Land Board)  
 NK 229/2 0.34 c Haridas Private land in Nadukuppam  
 NK 246/5 0.86 c Haridas Private Land in Naduluppam  
      

 Green Belt Wood workshop + wood 
stock 
 

BO 104/10, BO 104/14 Ravichandran - (Kanyapan nefew)  

 

 
 



 

 



 

 
 



 
 

 
 


